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KENNETH G. SWAN, MD, RECOGNIZED FOR 
“EXCELLENCE IN MEDICINE” 

 
Lawrenceville, NJ – January 6, 2009 – Paul J. Hirsch, MD, Chairman of the Edward J. Ill Excellence 
in Medicine Foundation, today announced that Kenneth G. Swan, MD, will receive the Edward J. Ill 
Physician’s Award®. The award will be presented at the Edward J. Ill Excellence in Medicine Awards® 
ceremony on May 6, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Princeton. 
 
The Edward J. Ill Physician’s Award® is presented annually to a New Jersey physician who merits 
recognition for distinguished service as a leader in the medical profession and in the community. 
Kenneth G. Swan, MD, has been a Professor of Surgery at the New Jersey Medical School in Newark 
since 1976. A trauma surgeon, Dr. Swan began the Trauma Service at University Hospital, which 
achieved Level I designation in 1980. At the same time and as Chairman of the New Jersey Committee 
on Trauma, he implemented the American College of Surgeons Advanced Trauma Life Support 
(ATLS) Program in New Jersey and has been Course Director and National Faculty since 1980.  
 
Dr. Swan entered the United States Army Medical Corps (Captain) in 1968 and served three tours as 
combat surgeon in Vietnam. In 1973, he assumed his current position in New Jersey and transferred 
to the Active Reserve. Promoted to Colonel in 1977, he commanded the 322nd General Hospital, USAR, 
Picatinny Arsenal for five years. He returned to Active Duty in 1991 and served as a combat surgeon in 
Operation Desert Storm. He retired in 1998. His awards include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star 
with two Oak Clusters and the Air Medal. Badges he wears designate him a Combat Medic, Master 
Parachutist, Flight Surgeon, as well as HALO, Air Assault and Special Forces qualified. 
 
“Dr. Swan is recognized around the world as a leader of the medical profession and a true hero,” stated 
Dr. Hirsch. “His compassion and dedication to his profession and his commitment to community 
service has impacted the physician community in New Jersey and around the globe.” 
 
The other 2009 awardees include: 

 Peter W. Rodino, Jr., Citizen’s Award®: Fred M. Jacobs, MD, JD 
 Outstanding Medical Educator Award: Nagaswami S. Vasan, DVM, PhD 
 Outstanding Medical Research Scientist Award for Clinical Research: Joseph R. Bertino, MD 
 Outstanding Medical Research Scientist Award for Basic Biomedical Research: Aaron J. 

Shatkin, PhD 
 Outstanding Medical Executive Award: Gary S. Carter, FACHE 
 Verice M. Mason Community Service Leader Award: John W. Beckley, MPH, on behalf of 

Hunterdon County Partnership for Health 
 Special Award: Jill A. Lipoti, PhD, for protecting the people of New Jersey from unnecessary 

exposure to radiation from natural and man-made sources 
 
The awards will be presented at the Edward J. Ill Excellence in Medicine Awards® ceremony on  
May 6, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Princeton. To purchase tickets or advertisements for the event or to 
learn more about the awards, contact the Edward J. Ill Excellence in Medicine Foundation at  
609-803-2350 or visit www.EJIawards.org. Profits from this year’s event will benefit the Community 
Food Bank of New Jersey and the Joetta Clark Diggs Sports Foundation’s Head 2 Toe Fitness 
Program.  The awards program is sponsored by MDAdvantage Insurance Company of New Jersey, a 
leading provider of medical professional liability insurance in New Jersey. 
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